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Northern Illinois 


SPORTS, PAGE D1 


Comfort foods 


for winter's cold 
TASTE, PAGE C1 


| 
THE BUFFALO NEWS 


BUFFALONEWS.COM 


Copyright 2018 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 17, 2018 


Serving Western New York since 1880 


FINAL EDITION 


News file photo 


Daniel Derenda was Buffalo 
police commissioner 7 years. 


Derenda 
retires as 


head of 
city police 


Rose from street cop 
to commissioner 


By Lou MICHEL 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


Daniel Derenda, who earned 
a reputation as a no-nonsense 
disciplinarian when it came to 
police misconduct, retired Tues- 
day after seven years as Buffalo 
police commissioner. 

Derenda, 58, rose from street 
cop to detective sergeant and 
then deputy commissioner to 
commissioner during his 32 
years in the Police Department. 
Heheard criticism for not having 
acollege degree when Mayor By- 
ron W. Brown appointed him as 
commissioner in mid-2010. 

But what Derenda lacked in 
higher education, he made up 
for in street smarts gained from 
years of working in some of the 
city’s toughest neighborhoods, 
said former U.S. Attorney Wil- 
liam J. Hochul Jr., now general 
counsel for Delaware North. 

Derenda also showed little 
tolerance for anyone who tar- 
nished the badge, the former 
prosecutor said. 

“What set Dan Derenda apart 
was his enforcement of the law 
both outside and within his own 
organization,” Hochul said. 

Derenda’s cooperation with 
the U.S. Attorney’s Office ex- 
tended to going after officers 
who committed acts of police 
brutality, an officer running a 
large-scale marijuana-growing 
operation and those who abused 
long-term sick leave for duty-re- 
lated injuries. 


By Tom PRECIOUS 


Will appoint a commission to study legalizing marijuana. 
State police will be involved. 


Will consider whether to shift reliance on state income 
taxes to a new statewide payroll tax or to let taxpayers 
make donations to new state-run charities. 


GOP offers a succinct response 
to Cuomo plan for tax hikes: ‘No’ 


hungry budget that would total $168 billion in 


“The cooperation between 
Buffalo police led by Commis- 
sioner Derenda and federal law 
enforcement authorities repre- 
sented the golden age of crime 
fighting for this region,” Hochul 
said. “In my nearly 30 years as a 
federal prosecutor, he represents 
one of the finest officers I have 
ever known.” 


See Derendaon Page A5 
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the fiscal year beginning April 1. 
There are little ones, such as a tax hike on 


Proposed a 3 percent increase for 700 public school districts. 
Less than half of the aid hike would be in Foundation Aid, 


the main funding schools use to pay for operating costs. 
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Proposed a 2 cent-per-milligram tax on active opioid 
ingredients in prescription drug sales, generating 
$171 million to help fund anti-addiction efforts. 
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$1 billion in new revenues sought 
as Cuomo cites state's fiscal gloom 


Cuomo’s budget highlights / Main points from governors proposal 


Somber budget speech 
points to challenging 
year in face of deficit 


By Tom PRECIOUS 


NEWS ALBANY BUREAU CHIEF 


ALBANY - Gov. Andrew M. 
Cuomo wants to spend above the 
rate of inflation for education and 
health care but make cuts in other 
areas — all while raising more than 
$1 billion in new revenues. 

That would mean increasing 
taxes on health insurers and freez- 
ing breaks for New Yorkers en- 
rolled in the STAR property tax 
program. 

In a relatively somber budget 
address Tuesday that contained 
few new spending initiatives, Cuo- 
mo said the state faces challeng- 
ing fiscal times, brought about by 
lower-than-expected tax revenues 
and federal funding cuts. That has 
driven at least a $4.4 billion hole in 
the 2018 budget, he said, although 
some legislators said he was exag- 
gerating that figure. 

“This year is going to be chal- 
lenging, my friends,” Cuomo said 
in a speech to an audience that in- 
cluded state lawmakers. 

Cuomo’s budget speech lacked 
therhetorical flourishes ofmany of 
his past fiscal presentations. One 
lawmaker heckled him, while oth- 
ers booed and hissed when he dis- 
cussed his education priorities. 

Some lawmakers said Cuomo, 
angling to keep his name on the 
list of potential Democratic pres- 
idential candidates in 2020, is in- 
tentionally overstating the size 
of the fiscal problems facing New 
York as a way to ride to a political 
victory when the budget is passed 
later this spring. Or, in the words 
of Mid-Hudson Valley Republican 
Sen. John J. Bonacic, it’s all part of 
an effort “to make him look presi- 
dential.” 

Before Cuomo returned to his 
office from astate museum theater 
where he unveiled his proposed 
budget, the fiscal plan was com- 
ing under attack from both the 
left and the right. His school aid 
proposal was too little, some said, 
while his tax hikes were rejected 
out of hand by Republicans who 


ALBANY-Insome of Gov. Andrew M. Cuo- 
mo’s past state budget proposals, one would 
need a miner’s helmet and flashlight to find 
all the squirreled-away tax and fee increases. 

In the 2018 budget plan released Tuesday, 
Cuomo lays them out early and often, even in 
their own table of contents. 

And there are many of what the Cuomo ad- 
ministration calls “revenue actions,” account- 
ing for just shy of $1 billion in tax receipts for a 


e-cigarette products, and another attempt at 
“internet fairness” by taxing third-party sales 
with the likes of Amazon and eBay. 

And there are big ones, such as the $500 
million that Albany could get in each of the 
next four years from not-for-profit health in- 
surance corporations that convert or are 
bought out by for-profit companies. 


See Taxes on Page A4 


e SCHOOL AID WILL BE 
INCREASED 3 PERCENT 
e PAYING FOR THE 
OPIOID EPIDEMIC BY 
TAXING THE MAKERS 

e WHAT TO DO ABOUT 
MARIJUANA USE? 


control the Senate. 

Cuomo repeatedly sought to 
portray a climate of fiscal gloom 
facing New York State. In an elec- 
tion year for himself and the Legis- 
lature, Cuomo acknowledged that 
there would be little appetite for 
negotiators to limit spending on 


See Budget on Page A4 


Pentagon sees N-arms to counter crippling cyberattacks 


Draft of new U.S. strategy offers 
expanded options for nuclear use 


By Davip E. SANGER AND WILLIAM J. BROAD 


NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON - A newly drafted U.S. nuclear strat- 
egy that has been sent to President Trump for approval 
would permit the use of nuclear weapons to respond to 
a wide range of devastating but non-nuclear attacks on 
American infrastructure, including what current and 
former government officials described as the most crip- 
pling kind of cyberattacks. 

For decades, U.S. presidents have threatened “first 
use” of nuclear weapons against enemies in only very 
narrow and limited circumstances, such as in response 
to the use of biological weapons against the United 
States. But the new document is the first to expand that 
to include attempts to destroy wide-reaching infra- 
structure, such as a country’s power grid or communica- 


Tribune News Service 


President Trump has been sent 
a proposal that would permit the 


use of nuclear weapons in response 
to cyberattacks on infrastructure. 


tions, that would be most vulnerable to cyberweapons. 

The draft document, called the Nuclear Posture Re- 
view, was written at the Pentagon and is being reviewed 
by the White House. Its final release is expected in the 
coming weeks, and it represents a new look at U.S. nu- 
clear strategy. The draft was first published last week 
by HuffPost. 

The document calls the strategic picture facing the 
United States quite bleak, citing not only Russian and 
Chinese nuclear advances, but advances made by North 
Korea and, potentially, Iran. 

“We must look reality in the eye and see the world as 
it is, not as we wish it to be,” the draft document says. 
The Trump administration initiative, it continued, “re- 
aligns our nuclear policy with a realistic assessment of 
the threats we face today and the uncertainties regard- 
ing the future security environment.” 

The Pentagon declined to comment on the draft as- 
sessment because Trump has not yet approved it. The 


See Strategy on Page A5 


Robert Kirkham/News file photo 


WEBER'S FANS 
TURN TIDE AT BJ’S 


When BJ’s Clubs dropped Buffalo- 
made Weber’s Horseradish Mustard 
from its stores, the reaction from 
mustard fans was swift and sharp. 
Their complaints convinced BJ’s to 
quickly order more of the hometown 
favorite for its stores. Story on Page B6 
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